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       April 2020 

Axedale Solar Farm: Project Facts  

UPC\AC Renewables Australia plans to construct the 160-megawatt (MW) Axedale Solar Farm to be 

located about 25 kilometres from the Central Victorian town of Bendigo, near the town of Axedale. 

Rows of solar photovoltaic (PV) panels will be installed on a single axis tracking system that follows the 

path of the sun, while also allowing adequate space for sheep grazing to continue on the land.  

Depending on the final installed capacity, the solar farm will produce around 380,000 megawatt hours of 

electricity each year – enough to power more than 55,000 typical Victorian homes.  

It could also include a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) with a capacity of up to 60MWh. The BESS 

would be used either to dispatch energy to the grid at times of high energy demand or provide services 

to help stabilise the network when required.  

The solar farm project will help reduce greenhouse gas emissions by more than 200,000 tonnes of CO2 a 

year, the equivalent of taking about 45,000 cars off the road. 

The solar farm site  

The Axedale Solar Farm will be built on flat, non-irrigated land across five rural properties over a 365-

hectare site located 7km north east of the small Victorian township of Axedale.   

The site has been predominantly cleared and was historically used for dryland cropping and livestock 

grazing. 

It is located on the traditional land of the Taungurung Aboriginal people and straddles both the City of 

Greater Bendigo and Campaspe Shire Council areas.  

The solar farm will directly connect to the AusNet Services 220kV electricity transmission line, which 

crosses the site. 

It is located near local gold mining operations and quarries and has previously been identified by 

Bendigo City Council as suitable for solar farm development. An initial 624-hectare site was investigated 

for the project area. However, that site was reduced after further studies and consultation. 

Community and environment 

A Community Benefit Fund will be established as part of the project development to help support local 
projects. UPC\AC Renewables Australia will provide annual funding for the program over the 25 to 30 
year working life of the solar farm. 
 
A Community Reference Group will be established to further develop the funding model and help guide 

this ongoing investment for the benefit of the local community. 

Buffer zones will also be established to protect parcels of remnant vegetation and the area around a 

local creek. The solar farm will also be configured to minimise the impact on existing paddock trees. 
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Economic benefits   

The solar farm will be built over 12-18 months and generate up to 250 jobs at its peak. An additional 50 

construction jobs are expected to be created if the battery storage facility is installed. Several ongoing 

jobs will also be created to service the solar farm over its 30-year life. 

The direct employment opportunities will include a wide variety of skilled and entry level roles. There 

will also be opportunities for local suppliers and businesses offering sub-contracting services including 

electricians, maintenance workers, fencing contractors, plumbers and others. 

This will have a positive flow-on effect to the local and regional economy from the project. The money 

spent by workers in the region during construction will boost household incomes in the area, continuing 

over the life of the solar farm as a result of activities related to operations and maintenance. 

The possibility of continued sheep grazing in and around the solar panels is being investigated and will 

be trialled when the solar farm is constructed.  

Project timeline 

City of Greater Bendigo and Campaspe Shire Councils have now granted a Planning Permit for the solar 

farm project after carefully considering feedback on the project application as well as biodiversity, traffic 

and hydrology reports. The permit includes appropriate conditions on the development during 

construction and ongoing operation.  

A Cultural Heritage Management Plan has also been completed for the project site in cooperation with 

the Taungurung Land and Waters Council. The plan will provide guidance on measures before, during 

and after construction to manage and protect Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

Construction is expected to begin in 2021, following grid connection and financing agreements. 

More information  

For more information about the Axedale Solar Farm go to www.axedalesolarfarm.com.au  
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